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President-elect who respects and hon-
ors and understands the significance of
this body.

So we have to take this opportunity
to heal, to hear each other, to com-
promise, to work together, and to see
the real challenges facing the Amer-
ican people and take this last best mo-
ment.

What happened here today should
leave all of us gravely concerned about
the health and the future of our democ-
racy, and the opportunity we will have
2 weeks from today is one we should
not let pass us by.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, more
than 350,000 of our loved ones have died
from a terrible disease. Small busi-
nesses have gone under, never to re-
open. Millions have lost their jobs, and
too many families don’t know how
they are going to pay the rent or put
groceries on the table.

It is tough out there, but Americans
are fighters, and despite all the chal-
lenges, in November they did what
Americans do when they are unhappy
with their leadership—they voted for
change. They turned their backs on a
sitting President who fans the flames
of hatred while bodies pile up in the
morgue. Instead, they elected a new
President who wants to save lives, to
save our economy, and to save our de-
mocracy.

Even as the pandemic raged, Ameri-
cans showed up for democracy. States
worked overtime to set up safe sys-
tems, ballot drop boxes, early voting,
and gallons of hand sanitizer. Voters
mailed their ballots earlier, put on
masks, and stood in line at the polls.
The election of 2020 shattered voting
records.

So here we are on the floor of the
U.S. Senate in the aftermath of a his-
toric election held in the middle of a
pandemic. People are suffering, and we
should be working to get them the help
they need. Instead, we are here because
Donald Trump wants to overturn the
results of that election. The Repub-
licans objecting to the results of this
election will be judged by history, but
the rest of us will be judged as well.

It is our responsibility to stand up
for our democracy even while other
Senators work to undermine it.

Losing is hard. I ran for President
myself. It was a hard-fought primary,
but Joe Biden won and I lost. I am not
the only one to live through that; a
number of Senators in this room have
run for President. None of us was suc-
cessful, and when we lost, we conceded
and we got out of the race because that
is how democracy works. None of us
lied about the results. We didn’t throw
temper tantrums. We didn’t tell our al-
lies in Congress or the States to over-
turn the results. We didn’t feed poi-
sonous propaganda to our supporters.
We didn’t urge people to march on
State capitals or to descend on Wash-
ington. We accepted the will of the vot-
ers.
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And it is not just us; it is everyone
who has run for President since the be-
ginning of America. Only once in
America’s history have the people who
lost tried to burn down our democracy
on the way out. They caused a civil
war that nearly destroyed our Nation.

Make no mistake, the violence we
witnessed in this Chamber today was
the direct result of the poisonous lies
that Donald Trump repeated again and
again for more than 2 months. His
words have consequences. Our democ-
racy has been grievously injured by
this lying coward.

This effort to subvert our democracy
is not merely one last Presidential tan-
trum. This effort is designed to knock
out the basic pillar on which democ-
racy is founded: the idea that the vot-
ers—not the sitting President and not
the Members of Congress but the voters
decide who will lead this Nation.

A democracy in which the elected
leaders do not bend to the will of the
voters is no democracy. It is a totali-
tarian state. And those who pursue this
effort are supporting a coup.

I urge my colleagues to vote no on
this effort to overthrow our democ-
racy.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

———

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate stand in recess subject to the call
of the chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the Senate stands in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11:26 p.m.,
recessed subject to the call of the Chair
and reassembled at 12:28 a.m. when
called to order by the Vice President.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Pursuant to
S. Con. Res. 1 and section 17, title III,
U.S. Code, when the two Houses with-
draw from the joint session to count
the electoral vote for separate consid-
eration of an objection, a Senator may
speak to the objection for 5 minutes
and not more than once. Debate shall
not exceed 2 hours, after which the
Chair will put the question: Shall the
objection be sustained?

The clerk will report the objection
made in the joint session.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Objection from Senator HAWLEY from Mis-
souri and Representative PERRY from Penn-
sylvania, ‘“We, a U.S. Senator and Member of
the House of Representatives, object to the
counting of the electoral votes of the State
of Pennsylvania on the ground that they
were not, under all of the known cir-
cumstances, regularly given.”’

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader.
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Mr. McCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate.
VOTE ON OBJECTION TO COUNTING
PENNSYLVANIA ELECTORAL VOTES
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no
further debate, the question is, Shall
the objection submitted by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. PERRY,
and the Senator from Missouri, Mr.
HAWLEY, be sustained?
Is there a sufficient second?
Mr. THUNE. I ask for the yeas and
nays.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The clerk
will call the roll.
The legislative clerk called the roll.
The result was announced—yeas 7,
nays 92, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 2 Leg.]

YEAS—T
Cruz Lummis Tuberville
Hawley Marshall
Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)

NAYS—92
Baldwin Graham Peters
Barrasso Grassley Portman
Bennet Hagerty Reed
Blackburn Harris Risch
Blumenthal Hassan Romney
Blunt Heinrich Rosen
Booker Hickenlooper Rounds
Boozman Hirono Rubio
Braun Hoeven Sanders
Brown Inhofe
Burr Johnson :asse

X chatz
Cantwell Kaine

. Schumer

Capito Kelly Scott (S0)
Cardin Kennedy Shaheen
Carper King Shelb
Casey Klobuchar . &by
Cassidy Lankford Slngma
Collins Leahy Smith
Coons Lee Stabenow
Cornyn Loeffler Sullivan
Cortez Masto Lujan Tester
Cotton Manchin Thu'ne
Cramer Markey Tillis
Crapo McConnell Toomey
Daines Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Moran Warren
Ernst Murkowski Whitehouse
Feinstein Murphy Wicker
Fischer Murray Wyden
Gillibrand Paul Young

The VICE PRESIDENT. On this vote,
the yeas are 7, the nays are 92.

The objection is not sustained.

The Secretary will notify the House
of the action of the Senate, informing
that body that the Senate is now ready
to proceed to Joint Session for further
count of the electoral vote for Presi-
dent and Vice President.

The majority leader.

————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, for
information of all of our colleagues, we
don’t expect additional votes tonight.

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his
secretaries.

———
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
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